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THANKS TO EVERYONE THAT SUMMITED PICTURES OR LETTERS 
FOR THIS SPECIAL. 

How do you write about a man like Willard?  First he was personable and friendly 
to everyone.  Admittedly he was somewhat of an eccentric but loved by all who met him. 
I remember so much about him that my mind is like a circus.  Where and what should I 
put down in this paper? 
 Should it be just about pigeons?  No, because he was not just about pigeons and 
pigeon genetics.  Admittedly that is what most of us know him for, but he was about fruit 
flies and Muscovy ducks [at one time he and I had all the known colors of Muscovy 
ducks known in the world except one], Ringneck doves, and heavens yes, mice.  He was 
about linkages and crossovers and mosaicism (he loved those mosaics)and polyploidy.  
He was about origins and cultures.   

I remember once, I said that the Modena originated in Italy and he immediately 
said no, that is not true.  You know, I knew that was true – the Modena was named after 
the area of its origin – Modena, Italy!   He reminded me that when the Modena was 
developed, that region was not part of what we know today to be Italy.   Of course, he 
was right! 

I first met Doctor Willard F. Hollander when I attended a meeting of the Pigeon 
Fanciers’ Council in St. Louis, Missouri; oh so many years ago. In those days he had 
already worn the hair off the top of his head ☺but his hair was quite dark.  John Potter 
and I spent many a time discussing pigeon genetics with Doc at these yearly meetings 
along with Joe Quinn and Dave Rinehart.  After these meeting ceased, these discussions 
continued at shows and via letters. He loved to give me a pigeon of “many colors” and 
when I asked what all genes were in the bird, he would smile and say “You find out.”  

  This is a copy of part of a photo sent by Wilmer J. Miller.  The next three 
pages were sent by Kevin Stalder and Dr. Wilmer Miller.   
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Publications by Willard Hollander were many and varied including the beginning  of the 
Pigeon Genetics Newsletter in 1957 which he continued for 39 issues (most 4 pages long) 
until July 1966.  The reigns of publishing a genetics newsletter then fell to Joseph Quinn 
and later to David Rhinehart and was passed on to me.  My first issue was written in the 
fall of 1982 and I am still at it with #86 sent out in June. 
 
A partial list of publications by Willard Hollander include: 
 
1936 – Determining sex – how to use color for sexing squabs. Amer. Pigeon Journal (25) 
1938 – Inheritance of certain ‘blue-black’ patterns and ‘bleached’ colorations in the 

 domestic pigeon. Genetics (23). 
1938 – A sex difference in linkage intensity of three autosomal factors in the Domestic 

 pigeon. Genetics (23). 
1939 – L.J. Cole &; The origin of the domestic pigeon. Proc. 7th World  Poultry Cong. & 

 Expo.  
1942 -  & W.M.Levi; Polydactyly, a sub-lethal character in the Pigeon. Jour of Heredity 

 (33). 
1942 – Auto-Sexing in the domestic pigeon. Jour. of Heredity (33). 
1945 – Lethal achondroplasia in the Pigeon. Jour. of  Heredity (36). 
1951 - & R.E. Gilbert; N.P.A. Information bulletin no. 1, Project on Genetics, NPA. 
1957-66 – Pigeon Genetics Newsletters. 
1975 – “Sectorial mosaics in the domestic pigeon: 25 more years.” Jour. of Heredity (66) 
1978 - & W.J. Miller; Amputated, frayed, and Sideburns; three new mutants in pigeons. 

 Iowa State Journal of Research (53) 
1981 - & W.J. Miller; Hereditary variants of behavior and vision in the pigeon. Ia St. 

 Jour. of Res. (55) 
1982 - & W. J. Miller; A new sex-linked mutation, web-lethal from Racing Homers. 

 Amer. Racing Pigeon News, Oct. 1982. 
1983 – Origins and Excursions in Pigeon Genetics. The Ink Spot, Inc. 
1990 – Selected St*Sa fro Sandy, St*Fr for Frosty. 
1957 – 2004 – Numerous letters and articles about the genetics of  pigeons.in the 
American Pigeon Journal, the Pigeon Fancier, the Pigeon Debut and the Pigeon Genetics 
Newsletter. 
 
 He published symbols for crest, recessive opal, Dominant opal, clumsy, smoky, 
T-pattern, Checker, barless, Faded,  polydactyly, scraggly, show king polydactyly, 
microphthalmia, Tharp’s polydacyly, albino, pinkeyed dilute, milky, Sideburns, gazzi, 
cataract, grouse foot feathering, amputated, Tiger Grizzle, feedblind,  Frayed, rose crest, 
weblethal, Toy Stencil, frill stencil, frill neck, foggy vision, frizzy, Sandy, Frosty, 
Baldhead, mahogany, Sandy,  Nasal tuft, Frosty, (with Riddle) scraggly, (with Rhinehart) 
deutsche scraggly.  And others. 
 
 
 
 



6                      A FEW PICTURES FROM THE ROGUES GALLERY. 

            
THE DOC AT 90.                                Wilmer J. Miller & Willard F. Hollander at 
       Miller (Lotus & Wilmer) 50th Wedding Aniv. 
       24 Aug. 2002.  (Doc is sticking his tongue out.) 

              
Gibson, Rinehart, Miller, Doc. H.             W.J.H., Garry Glissmeyer, Tim Kvidera ‘55 

  
  Willard at home one fine Spring day. Willard, wife Mildred and son Paul. 

         
Kelly, Ramon Kinkade, Doc, Carleton                Ed Blaine? and Willard 
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 Ember bred and held by Dr. Hollander, picture May 3 by Greg Powers 
[This bird is also Undergrizzle or het. pencil. Notice lightening on base of tail feathers 
and primary flights.] 

 
Doc thought this may be a new bronze. picture taken May 3 by Greg Powers. 
These last two pictures were submitted by Joe Powers. 
 
DAVE RINEHART EMAILS: 
Don’t go to press till you get my CD in the mail. [These are the pictures and info he sent.]  

                    
Identified as Carl Graefe holding a                    Carl Graefe, George Lander and WHF 
Brown Almond and Doc holding a                     Picture by George Kleinpell.  Lander was 
Brander bronze (late 40’s or early 50’s)              another area geneticist 

 Doc and Joe Quinn in Quinn’s backyard Nov.1968.  Joe holding 
a mutant he found in a local barn. 
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 One of the last projects Doc Hollander was working on was azuro. 
In Sept. ’02 he dropped a note to me showing the ember bird.  His note with the picture 
said “YO Paul – Howzis for a lucky break!  Wonder how much it will change in the molt.  
Photo by Kevin Stalder.  Bests, Willard Hollander” 

              
 The info on the back of the           A picture sent by Joe Powers.  The first bird is smoky  
Photo says 297G juvenile homo.    and het. Undergrizzle. The one on the right is also 
ember and azuro and smoky bar.    and homo. Undergrizzle.  The name azuro comes from 
            the color of the unique tail bar. 
(Doc. didn’t like the name Undergrizzle and called it Flash.  One of the reasons he did 
this is that he said it is not Grizzle.  It isn’t, of course, but it presents itself as a grizzled 
underside and feather base thus the derivation of the name.) 
 
JOE POWERS EMAILS (EXCERPTS) 7may’03 
 Just a note to let you know that I did make it down to see Willard, and then over 
to Wilmer Miller on Monday.  Had a very enjoyable time visiting.  My brother took some 
pictures of  ‘azuro’ (very interesting tail bar changes bred out of his wild stock) as well as 
a bronze that he is trying to figure out.  As soon as Greg gets them developed and mailed 
to me.  I will get you copies of these pictures via email.  I did get a kitten as well, one that 
is polydactyl. ☺ ☺.  [Joe, I hope it was one of his famous calicos.] 
 
 I REALLY DON’T KNOW HOW TO END THIS TOME 
 OTHER THAN TO SAY A GOOD MAN WENT HOME. 
 THAT HE WILL BE SORELY MISSED IT IS TRUE 
 BUT WE MUST GO ON, HE WOULD EXPECT US TO. 
 FOR A SPAN OF OVER 70 YEARS HE MADE  
 THE PIGEON FANCY A BRIGHTER SHADE. 
 HE ALWAYS SAID, “THERE AIN’T NO BLUE GENE” 
 AND MANY DID NOT KNOW WHAT HE DID MEAN. 
 WILLARD, WE SURE WERE SORRY TO SEE YOU GO 
 WHEN THERE IS SO MUCH WE DON’T YET KNOW. 
 YOU LED US WITH GENETIC KNOWLEDGE SO KEEN 
 THROUGH LINKAGE, EPISTASIS, CHROMOSOME AND GENE. 
 YES, WE WILL MISS YOU BUT WE’RE THANKFUL YOU CAME 
 TO LEAD US AND TEACH US THE GENETICS GAME. 
 GOOD BYE WILHEYARD OL PARD HOLYANDER! 


