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After 2 years in Brazil for the third visit I feel I should say something about their
cage birds. My wife and I were in the city of Belo Horizonte state of Minas Gerais about
400 miles north of Rio de Janeiro from August 1995 to August 1997. We joined COA
(Clube de Observadores do Aves) which is their equivalent of our Audubon Society. So
we frequently got away from our rental of the ground floor house in the neighborhood
(barrio) called Ouro Preto (black gold) into the wild. Belo Horizonte (beautiful horizon) is
the third largest city in Brazil with about 5 million inhabitants if you count the suburbs.

Brazil (spelled Brasil by the Brasileiros) has approximately the same range of
species in cages that we have in the USA. Budgerigars and parrots are common. Their
“canarios Belgas” we just call them canaries. Zebra finches are called Mandarim, Society
finches are Manon, Last Gouldian fiches are Diamante-de-gould. These have
approximately the same color variations as we have here. And they have several diamond
dove and nun finches plus others that we have.

But several native species that are mostly unknown to us are excellent cage birds!
Only one, the Tico-tico, Zonotrichia capensis, the rufous-collared sparrow is available in
the USA to my knowledge. This finch nests in an open cup shaped nest as I saw in a
hanging flower pot on the porch of a ranch (fazenda) house.

I have seen the beautiful blue Azuldo, Cyanocompsa brisonii or ultramarine
grosbeak, in the wild as well as caged. The female is brown. Once I saw a flock right in
the city feeding on a native tall grass.

The tiny black, Tizui male, Volatina jacarina, the blue-black grassquit, has a white
spot on the shoulder. The female is streaked brown. They also frequent vacant lots in the
city.

The Cardeal, Pavoaria, comes in 5 species, P. coronata is crested. I had a pair of
dominca cardeals or red-cowled cardinal. The female laid but they did not set upon the
eggs and I did not have enough time to follow through with them. Evidently they also have
our Virginia cardinal, Cardinalis cardinalis, in captivity, but I did not encounter any.

The male Canario-da-terra or saffron finch, Sicalis flaveola, is a nice yellow in
season, although not as yellow as the domestic canary.

A solid black bird (eye, bill and legs and feet also) is the Passaro-preto (chopi black
bird), Gnorimopsar chopi. 1t is popular for its tameness. It will offer its head near the
cage bars in order to be scratched or preened by human fingers. However, it is difficult to
breed in captivity.

The Trinca-ferra or green-winged saltator, Saltator similis, is a larger bird at about
8 inches long. Other caged birds are seedeaters: Bigodinho, Sporophila lineola: the Brejal,
Sporophila albogularis; several species called the Caboclinho, Sporophila sp; the
Coleirinha, Sporophila caerulescens; the Coleira-do-brejo, Sporophila collaris; the
Patativa, Sporophila plumbea;, the Tico-tico rei or red pileated finch, Coryphospingus
cucullatus; the pintassilgo, Carduelis magellanica; and more!

I especially want to discuss a bit about two more native species, both endangered!
The male Bicudo or larger-billed seed finch, Oryzoborus crassirostis, is black with a white






